American Conferences, Conventions, and Congresses

Albany Congress (1754, NY) – meeting between American colonies and Iroquois in preparation for

war with France; Franklin presented a plan of union for the colonies

First Continental Congress (1774, PN) – met at Carpenter's Hall; Randolph was president; issued

Declaration of Rights and Grievances; established Continental Association, protected by Committees of

Safety

Second Continental Congress (1775 – 1777, PN) – drafted Declaration of Independence; Dickinson

headed committee that wrote Articles of Confederation, contributed to by Burke; Hancock was president

Annapolis Convention (1786, MD) – decided the convention's powers were too limited to make needed

changes in commerce laws, so it called for a convention in Philadelphia in 1787

Constitutional Convention (1787, PN) – framed new Constitution; Washington was president

Hartford Convention (1814 – 1815, CT) – NE Federalists, opposed to the War of 1812, proposed

constitutional amendments, including 2/3 majority for war or new states, and one-term presidency;

disbanded when Treaty of Ghent was signed; led by Cabot and Otis

Harrisburg Convention (1827, PN) – discussed Tariff of Abominations; dominated by textile industry

Seneca Falls Convention (1848, NY) – adopted Declaration of Sentiments for women's rights,

especially suffrage; led by Mott and Stanton

Hampton Roads Conference (1865, VG) – Lincoln and Seward (Union) met with Stephens, Campbell,

and Hunter (Confederate) aboard the River Queen but reached no agreement on ending Civil War

Atlantic Charter (Aug. 1941, Newfoundland) – Roosevelt and Churchill expressed postwar aims,

including right of self-determination

Casablanca (Jan. 1943, Morocco) – Roosevelt and Churchill decided to follow up African campaign

with a Mediterranean campaign rather than immediate attack on Germany

Cairo (Nov. 1943, Egypt) – Roosevelt, Churchill, and Chiang discussed WWII Pacific Theater

Tehran (Nov. – Dec. 1943, Iran) – Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin discussed WWII and postwar plans;

Stalin's first appearance at a conference

Dumbarton Oaks (1944, DC) – US, China, Britain, and USSR outlined plan for UN; estate was deeded

by Bliss to Harvard in 1940

Bretton Woods (July 1944, NH) – also United Nations Monetary and Financial Conference; 44 nations

established IMF and International Bank for Reconstruction and Development

Yalta (Feb. 1945, Ukraine) – Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met; agreed on reparations, partition of

Germany, and (secretly) that the USSR would join the war on Japan

United Nations Conference on International Organization (Apr. – June 1945, SF) – established UN

Potsdam Conference (July-Aug. 1945, Germany) – implemented Yalta decisions; issued ultimatum to

Japan; Stalin, Truman, and Churchill (replaced by new Prime Minister Attlee)
American Legislation, Acts, Bills, Ordinances, Amendments, and Provisos

Northwest Ordinance – 1787, divided territories in the Midwest into townships and allowed them to

eventually become states; supported public schools; prohibited slavery in the region; written by Dane

Fugitive Slave Laws - 1793, updated in Compromise of 1850, providing different fees to judges

depending on their verdict

Naturalization Act – 1798, increased citizen residency requirement from 5 to 14 years; repealed in

1802

Alien Act – 1798, allowed President to deport any alien considered dangerous; expired in 1800

Alien Enemies Act – 1798, allowed for the deportation of citizens of nations at war with the US;

expired in 1801

Sedition Act – 1798, prohibited printing of libel or fostering opposition to US laws

Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions – 1798, drafted by Jefferson and Madison in opposition to

infringements of civil liberties in the Alien and Sedition Acts; later cited by nullification proponents

Missouri Compromise – 1820, Clay's (KY) proposal allowed slave state MO and free state ME to enter

(keeping balance at 12 each);

Thomas Proviso to Missouri Compromise – 1820, Thomas (IL) added proviso preventing slavery

north of 36 30 in LA purchase

Tallmadge Amendment to Missouri Compromise – 1820, would have freed slaves born in MO at age

25

Specie Circular – 1836, required land payments be made in gold or silver; devalued currency;

supported by Jackson; written by Benton, delivered by Treasury Secretary Woodbury

Wilmot Proviso – 1846, proviso added by Wilmot (PN) to appropriations bill preventing slavery in

lands acquired from Mexico; removed from the bill by the Senate

Compromise of 1850 – 1850, Clay's (KY) proposal included ending of slavery in DC, admission of CA,

a new Fugitive Slave Law, establishment of NM and UT territories, and $10 million payment to TX

Kansas-Nebraska Act – 1854, Douglas's (IL) proposal created KS and NE, and allowed settlers in both

states to decide slavery issue for themselves, repealing Missouri Compromise

Homestead Act – 1862, provided free land up to 160 acres to people who would settle on it for five

years

Morrill Land-Grant College Act – 1862, provided much federal land to states for establishing state

universities

Enrollment Act – 1863, instituted a draft for the Civil War, allowing exception by the payment of $300

Wade-Davis Bill – 1864, Wade (OH) and Davis (MD) proposed bill requiring half a state's white males

to swear loyalty before reestablishing state governments in the South; pocket-vetoed by Lincoln, who

supported his Ten Percent Plan

Freedmen's Bureau – 1865, also Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands; established

Freedmen's Bureau to help freed slaves; headed by Howard

Tenure of Office Act – 1867, prevented the President from removing officials without Senate's consent;

violated by Andrew Johnson when he replaced Secretary of War Stanton with Thomas, leading to his

impeachment trial

Bland-Allison Act – 1878, created silver certificate and allowed silver purchase by the government

Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act – 1883, required competitive tests for federal civil service jobs;

passed in response to Garfield's assassination by Guiteau; drafted by Pendleton and Eaton

Sherman Antitrust Act – 1890, proposal by Sherman (OH) outlawed all trusts in restraint of free trade

Sherman Silver Purchase Act – 1890, proposal by Sherman (OH) provided by monthly purchase of

silver by federal government

Teller Amendment to Declaration of War with Spain – 1898, stated that the US would not annex

Cuba

Platt Amendment to the Army Appropriations Bill of 1901 – 1901, ended US occupation of Cuba;

established naval base at Guantanamo Bay

Spooner

Policies, Plans, Systems, Doctrines, and Diplomacies

Virginia Plan – 1787, proposed by Randolph and Madison; provided Congressional representation for

states on the basis of population

New Jersey Plan – 1787, proposed by Patterson, provided equal Congressional representation for each

state

Great Compromise – 1787, also CT Compromise, proposed by Sherman and Ellsworth, provided for

bicameral Congress

American System – 1820s, Clay's policies, calling for high tariffs, internal improvements, and a strong

national bank

Monroe Doctrine – 1823, Monroe's statement that European powers should not interfere in the affairs

of nations in the Western Hemisphere

Doctrine of Nullification – 1832, Calhoun and SC declared a state could suspend federal laws; Webster

argued the issue with Hayne in the Senate

Freeport Doctrine - 1858, Stephen Douglas’s support for popular sovereignty on the slavery issue,

espoused during his debates with Lincoln in Illinois Senate election

Open Door Policy – 1899, Secretary of State Hay negotiated for equal trading rights in China

Square Deal – 1903, Theodore Roosevelt's policies of treating everyone equally

Roosevelt Corollary – 1904, Theodore Roosevelt's assertion that the US could intervene in affairs of

Latin American nations, such as Venezuela

Dollar Diplomacy – 1909, Taft's policies of investing money in Latin America; led to military

involvement in places such as Nicaragua

New Nationalism – 1912, Theodore Roosevelt's policies as Progressive Party candidate

New Freedom – 1912, Wilson's policies of limited government, low tariffs, banking reform, and

antitrust laws

Dawes Plan – 1924, plan to reduce reparations imposed on Germany at Versailles

Young Plan – 1929, further reduced reparations imposed on Germany after WWI

Stimson Doctrine – 1932, Hoover's Secretary of State said the US would not recognize territorial

changes resulting from Japan's invasion of Manchuria

New Deal – 1933, FDR's plan for economic recovery during the Great Depression

Fair Deal – 1945, Truman's plan for social legislation

Marshall Plan – 1947, also European Recovery Program, allotted $13 billion for rebuilding Europe

after WWII

Containment – 1947, plan to limit spread of Communism; outlined by Kennan

Great Society – 1964, LBJ's policies of fighting poverty and racial injustice

Shuttle Diplomacy – 1973, Secretary of State Kissinger traveled back and forth between nations in the

Arab-Israeli War

Treaties That Ended Wars

Treaty of Paris – 1763, French & Indian War

Treaty of Paris – 1783, American Revolution

Treaty of Greenville – 1795, Miami Indian Wars in Ohio

Treaty of Ghent – 1814, War of 1812

Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo – 1848, Mexican-American War

Treaty of Paris – 1898, Spanish-American War

Versailles – 1919, World War I

Other Treaties, Accords, Peaces, Unions, Protocols, and Purchases

Jay's Treaty – 1794, signed by Jay and Grenville; tried to resolve US – Britain trade and other issues

and preserve American neutrality in European wars

Pinckney’s Treaty - 1795, Spain agreed to US-Florida border at 31 st parallel, and granted US free

navigation of the Mississippi and right of deposit in New Orleans

Louisiana Purchase – 1803, Monroe and Livingston bought 800,000 square miles from Talleyrand and

Napoleon for $15 million

Rush-Bagot Treaty – 1817, limited US and British naval power on the Great Lakes

Adams-Onis Treaty – 1819, Spain ceded Florida to US

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty – 1850, neither US nor Britain should control a canal in Panama

Gadsen Purchase – 1853, Gadsen (US) negotiated purchase of land in AZ and NM from Santa Anna

(Mexico) for $10 million

Gentlemen's Agreement – 1900, Japan would stop issuing passports to emigrants

Hay-Pauncefote Treaty – 1901, overrode Clayton-Bulwer, allowing US to build a canal in Panama

Hay-Bunau-Varilla Treaty – 1903, Panama gave US canal zone

Root-Takahira Treaty – 1908, Japan respected US's Open Door policy in China

Geneva Protocol – 1925, bans bacterial and gas weapons

Kellogg-Briand Pact – 1928, also Pact of Paris or Treaty for the Renunciation of War; 15 nations

agreed to ban war as an instrument of national policy

SALT I – (Strategic Arms Limitation Talks) 1972, US and USSR signed Anti-Ballistic Missiles Treaty

and Interim Agreement on the Limitation of Strategic Offensive Arms

Camp David Accords – 1978, peace between Egypt and Israel; included al-Sadat, Begin, and Carter

SALT II – 1979, US and USSR limited nuclear launchers; never officially ratified

START I – (Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty) 1991, Bush (US) and Gorbachev (USSR) reduced

nuclear arsenals; five former Soviet republics signed on in 1992

START II – 1993, Bush (US) and Yeltsin (Russia) reduced nuclear arsenals

Declaration of Principles – 1993, Rabin (Israel) and Arafat (PLO) agreed to limited Palestinian selfrule

in Gaza and Jericho

 Notable American Women 
Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643). Early champion of religious liberty and free speech, this midwife was put on trial in 1637 for her outspoken views. The Massachusetts General Court found her guilty of sedition and banished her from the Colony. 

Mercy Otis Warren (1728-1814). Born in Barnstable, Massachusetts, Mercy Otis Warren is sometimes called the “conscience of the American Revolution.” The wife and sister of patriot leaders (James Warren and James Otis, respectively), she wrote several pro-American plays after 1772 and eventually, in 1805, published a three-volume History of the Rise, Progress, and Termination of the American Revolution. 

Phyllis Wheatley (1753-1784). One of the best-known poets of the Revolutionary period, Wheatley was born on the western coast of Africa and kidnapped when she was about seven years old. She was transported to Boston, where she was purchased in 176l by John Wheatley, a prominent tailor, as an attendant to his wife. Wheatley learned English and was taught to read and write, and within sixteen months of her arrival in America she was reading passages from the Bible, Greek and Latin classics, astronomy, geography, history, and British literature. In 1773 thirty-nine of Wheatley’s poems were published in London as Poems on Various Subjects, Religious and Moral. This collection, Wheatley's only book, is the first volume of poetry to be published by an Afro-American. 

Hannah Adams (1755-1831). Historian and the first professional woman writer in the United States, she published A Summary History of New England in 1799. 

Deborah Sampson Gannett (1760-1827). Signing up for the 4th Massachusetts Regiment under an assumed male name, she became the first woman to enlist as a soldier in the American army. After being wounded nineteen months later, she received an honorable medical discharge and, later, a military pension. 

Emma Willard (1787 -1870). Foremost 19th century proponent of higher education for women. She founded the Troy (NY) Female Academy, an all-girls' school, where she daringly taught her students science and math and educated hundreds of future teachers. Her efforts on behalf of equal educational opportunities for women helped lead to coeducational school systems. 

Sacajawea (c. 1789-c. 1812). A Shoshone Indian, she was captured by an enemy tribe who eventually sold her to the French Canadian trapper she later married. In 1804, Meriwether Lewis and William Clark hired her to help lead them as they explored the western United States, Bringing along her newborn son, she acted as interpreter and guide and was later credited by the men with the success of their expedition. 

Sarah Moore Grimke (1792-1873) and Angelina Emily Grimke (1805-1879). Sisters from a wealthy slave-owning family in South Carolina they were the only white southerners to be leaders in the American Anti-Slavery Society. In an 1838 abolitionist speech before the Massachusetts State Legislature, Angelina became the first American woman to address a legislative body. Their work inspired leading women's rights figures. 

Lucretia Mott (1793-1880). Ordained Quaker minister and pioneering activist in the women's suffrage movement who addressed the first women's rights convention at Seneca Falls (NY). She was also an outspoken abolitionist whose staunch beliefs caused her to boycott all goods produced by slave labor. 

Sojourner Truth (c. 1797-1883). A former slave, she became a leading proponent of human rights and a spokesperson for abolition and women's rights. Her question "and ain't I a woman?" posed 
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during a speech before a women's rights convention sought to align the plights of poor and black women with those of white suffragists. 

Dorothea Dix (1802-1887). Crusader of rights for the mentally ill in North America and Europe, she founded or improved over thirty hospitals for the mentally ill and influenced government legislation with her research. In 1861, she was appointed first Superintendent of U.S. Army Nurses. 

Margaret Fuller (1810-1850). Leading female intellectual of her day and author of the pioneering feminist work Women in the Nineteenth Century (1845). She edited Ralph Waldo Emerson's paper The Dial and, while writing literary and social criticism in Europe for the New York Tribune, became America's first female correspondent. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe (1811-1896). Author of short stories, poetry and the biggest best-seller of the nineteenth century, Uncle Tom's Cabin. The novel, which first appeared in serialized version in National Era magazine, was the first major American work in which a black man appeared as the central hero. The book had a remarkable impact on pre-Civil War society, stirring the nation's opposing passions regarding slavery and hastening the conflict. When President Abraham Lincoln later met Stowe, he addressed her as "the little woman who made this great war." 

Harriet Tubman (1815-1913). As a "conductor" on the Underground Railroad, this fugitive slave helped thousands of blacks escape north prior to the Civil War. During the War, she served as a Union nurse and military spy. 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton (1815-1902). Known, along with Susan B. Anthony, as one of the foremost figures of the movement for women's equality. Her outrage at being excluded from an anti-slavery convention because of her gender inspired her to co-organize the 1948 Seneca Falls (NY) Women's Rights Convention. There, she drafted. her famous Declaration of Sentiments, modeled on Declaration of Independence. Her accomplishments included co-founding the newspaper Revolution, heading the National Woman Suffrage Association for twenty years and being first president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. 

Amelia Bloomer (1818-1894 ). Social reformer, suffragist, and publisher of the temperance paper The Lily, she was ridiculed by nineteenth century men for the liberated "pants" outfits she popularized. 

Maria Mitchell (1818-1889). The first American woman astronomer and the director of the observatory at Vassar College, she was the first female member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 

Lucy Stone (1818-1893)-Pioneering leader in the women suffrage movement and founder of the American Woman Suffrage Association. Her 1855 marriage ceremony to Henry Blackwell exemplified her commitment to her cause: the standard promise of obedience was eliminated and, drawing inspiration from the ex- ample she and her husband set, the word stoner became a common 19th century word for women who kept their maiden names after marriage. 

Julia Ward Howe (1819-1911). Abolitionist, suffragist, and social reformer, she was also a poet whose most famous work became the anthem, The Battle Hymn of the Republic. 
Susan Brownell Anthony (1820-1906). Leader in the American Anti -Slavery Society, she later turned her life's devotion to women's suffrage and, with Elizabeth Cady Stanton, founded the National Woman Suffrage Association and the newspaper Revolution. She was so widely considered a symbol of the women's suffrage movement that the 19th Amendment finally giving women the right to vote was commonly referred to as the Anthony Amendment and her likeness was later etched on an American silver dollar. 
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Mary Baker Eddy (1821-1910). Founder of Christian Science, the international religious movement which advocates spiritual healing in the belief that the body is governed not by physical cause and effect but by the powers of the mind and spirit. In 1879, she organized the First Church of Christ, Scientist in Boston, and in 1908, established the internationally known newspaper, The Christian Science Monitor 
Elizabeth Blackwell (1821-1910). The first American woman to receive a medical doctor degree (1849), she opened the New York Infirmary for Women and Children and co-founded the Women's Medical College in 1868. 

Clara Barton (1824-1912). Called the "Angel of the Battlefield" for her first aid heroism during the Civil War, she was instrumental in founding the American Red Cross. 

Antoinette Louisa Brown (1825-1921). Social reformer, abolitionist and suffragist, she was the nation's first ordained female minister, one of the first American women to attend college, and an author of books on evolution and social theory. 

Mary Harris "Mother" Jones (1830-1930). Labor organizer who championed the cause of social justice and devoted herself to the struggle against the poor hours, pay and working conditions of railroad, textile and mine workers. 

Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-1885). The most prominent female historian of the early 19th Century. After attending a 1879 lecture by Chief Standing Bear where he described the ill-treatment of the Ponca Indians in Nebraska, Jackson began studying American Indian/U. S. Government relations, eventually publishing A Century of Dishonor, calling for change from the base, selfish policy to a treatment characterized by humanity and justice. Later, she published the best-selling novel Ramona. 
Emily Dickinson (1839-1886). Reclusive poet of hundreds of inventive, original poems, she was the most famous woman poet in nineteenth-century America. 

Frances Elizabeth Caroline Willard (1839-98), American educator and reformer, born in Churchville, New York, and educated at Northwestern Female College. In 1874 she gave up a successful teaching career to become secretary of the National Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU). An indefatigable crusader on behalf of prohibition, she was elected president of the WCTU in 1879, founded the World's Woman's Christian Temperance Union in 1883, and was elected president of the latter organization in 1891. Willard was identified also with the movement for woman suffrage and the Prohibition party, which she helped to organize in 1882. She became president of the National Council of Women in 1890. Her writings include Woman and Temperance (1883) and Glimpses of Fifty Years (1889). 

Mary Cassatt (1844-1926). World-renown artist, she introduced Impressionism to America and is famous especially for her paintings and prints depicting mothers and children. 

Carry Nation (1846-1930). Prohibitionist reformer, she gained fame for wielding a hatchet while destroying saloons. 

Carrie Chapman Catt (1859-1947). Editor of the National Suffrage Bulletin and a leader in the women's suffrage movement, she was instrumental in achieving voting rights for women in America's West and was president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association at the time the 19th Amendment was finally passed. She also served as president of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance and founded the National League of Women Voters to help teach women how to intelligently use their vote. Her 1890 marriage included a prenuptial agreement giving her four months in each year to travel for the cause of women's equality. 
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Martha Thomas Carey (1857-1935). Suffragist and educator long associated with Bryn Mawr College, she was the first female college faculty member in the country to hold the title "dean," started the first graduate program at any women's school, and established the country's first graduate ,scholarships. She was also a founder of the Association to Promote Scientific Research by Women and of the International Federation of University Women. 

Florence Kelley (1859–1932). American social worker and reformer, graduate of Cornell, 1882, and Northwestern University Law School in 1894. Married in 1884 to a Polish doctor, Lazare Wishnieweski, she divorced him six years later and became a Hull House resident. A confirmed socialist and active in many reforms, Kelley devoted most of her energies toward securing protective labor legislation, especially for women and children. From 1899 she served for many years as director of the National Consumer's League, which strove for industrial reform through consumer activity. 

Annie Oakley (Phoebe Anne Oakley Mozee) (1860-1926). Known as "Lady Sure Shot," this markswoman made a living demonstrating her amazing ability to hit her target. As star of Buffalo Bill's Wild West Show, she traveled the world, dazzling audiences with such feats as shooting the flames off a revolving wheel of candles, splitting a playing card held edge-on and, while on tour in Berlin, knocking the ash off a cigarette held between the lips of Germany's Crown Prince William. 

Charlotte Perkins Gilman (1860-1935). Writer and lecturer on women's role in society, she was a leading feminist theorist and instrument of change. 

Jane Addams (1860-1935). Co-founder of the famous Chicago settlement house "Hull House," she was a pacifist, a suffragist, an advocate of social reform and, in 1931, the first American woman to win the Nobel ,.. Peace Prize. She turned her prize winnings over to the Woman's International League for Peace and Freedom, of which she was president. 

Ida B. Wells (1862-1931). Black journalist and militant civil rights leader, she was a co-founder of the NAACP and the first president of the Negro Fellowship League. 

Lillian D. Wald (1867-1940). American nurse and social worker, born in Cincinnati, Ohio, and trained as a nurse at New York Hospital in New York City. In 1893 she founded the Henry Street Settlement for social work, which she later expanded to include a public-health nursing center. She took a leading part in promoting the establishment of the U.S. Children's Bureau in 1912. Wald was the author of The House on Henry Street (1915). 

Anna Howard Shaw (1847-1919). Born in Newcastle-upon-Tyne, England, her family emigrated to the United States in 1851 and settled on the Michigan frontier. At the age of fifteen Anna became a school teacher. A convert to woman's suffrage, Anna became America's first Methodist woman minister in 1880. An outstanding open-air preacher, Anna spoke on various issues including prohibition and women's rights. In 1886 she graduated from Boston University as a doctor, but decided to work instead for the cause of woman's suffrage. Anna was a member of the Women's Christian Temperance Union and was president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association (1904-1915). She was head of the Women's Council of National Defense during the First World War. 

Sarah Breedlove "Madame C. J." Walker (1867-1919). A southern sharecropper's daughter, she became the first female black millionaire by successfully selling hair preparations for black woman. She also founded several factories and beauty colleges and actively supported many charitable and educational institutions. 
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Emma Goldman (1869-l940). Outspoken feminist, pacifist and lifelong anarchist, this lecturer and author founded Mother Earth newspaper and was noted for her radicalism in aiding the world's oppressed. 

Mary McLeod Bethune (1875-1955). Writer and educator, and daughter of former slaves, she was a champion of humanitarian causes and an advocate of civil rights and education for Blacks. Among her accomplishments were establishing Florida's Bethune-Cookman College and serving as Director of the Division of Negro Affairs in the National Youth Administration during Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency, at that the highest position ever held in government by a black woman. 

Isadora Duncan (1878-1927). Pioneer of modern dance in America and Europe, she elevated dance to an art form practiced by serious artists and gained huge popularity for her innovative, expressive style. 

Margaret Sanger (1879-1966). Pioneering crusader for the legalization of birth control, this social reformer battled the nation's government and courts to open America's first birth control clinic. Founder of the Natural Birth Control League and Planned Parenthood of America, she later took her campaign to provide safe contraception worldwide and formed the International Planned Parenthood Federation. 

Helen Keller (1880-1968). Triumphing over an early childhood illness which left her blind and deaf, she went on to graduate with honors from Radcliffe College and become a world-famous lecturer, author, and advocate of rights for people with disabilities. 

Frances Perkins (1880-1965). Social and political reformer, she became the first woman appointed to the New York State Industrial Commission and the first woman member of a United States Cabinet, heading the Department of Labor. 

Jeanette Rankin (1880-1973. This suffragist became the first female elected to the House of Representatives. A Republican from Montana, she campaigned on a platform of peace and voted against the United States' entry into World War I. 

Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962). Political and social reformer, humanitarian, and outspoken crusader, this First Lady championed causes of social justice worldwide and as a United Nations delegate, chaired the United Nations Commission on Human Rights. 

Alice Paul (1885-1977). Activist and suffragist who organized the 1913 women's rights march through Washington, D.C. and founded the Congressional Union for Women's Suffrage, a militant branch of the National American Woman Suffrage Association. 

Georgia O'Keeffe (1887-1986). Known as the greatest American woman artist of the 20th century, her iconoclastic paintings are noted for their lyrical use of abstract color and shape in depicting flowers, nature and the American landscape. 

Marian Anderson ( 1897 -1993). The first black to become a member of the Metropolitan Opera Company, this internationally renowned opera singer pushed aside racial discrimination and obstacles to achieve world-wide fame. In 1939, she made history when her scheduled concert at Washington D.C.'s Constitution Hall was blocked by the hall's owners, the Daughters of the American Revolution. In response, Eleanor Roosevelt publicly resigned from that organization and a public concert at the Lincoln Memorial w-as-;arranged instead. Its attendance by a mixed crowd of 75,000 people, including numerous dignitaries, became a national symbol of social justice and hope. 
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Martha Graham (1894-1991). Founder and longtime principal dancer of the Martha Graham Dance Company and School of Contemporary Dance, this most influential twentieth century choreographer revolutionized the medium through her use of American themes and original scores. Her innovative choreography, expressing raw emotion and inner tension, often incorporated Asian dance, Greek myth and Zen philosophy. 

Amelia Earhart (1898-1937). Pioneering female aviator and the first woman to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean, she achieved many aviation firsts and set numerous transcontinental records before disappearing in the South Pacific while attempting to fly around the world. 

Zora Neale Hurston (1901-1960). Novelist, essayist and playwright associated with the Harlem Renaissance movement, she also gained fame as an anthropologist of black culture and was the first black to com- pile a book of African American folklore. 

Margaret Mead (1901-1978). This internationally known social scientist, environmentalist, and spokesperson for social and intellectual issues introduced the world to anthropology through her 1928 bestseller Coming of Age in Samoa, based on her study of cultures in the South Pacific. Her pioneering research and new techniques of fieldwork revolutionized the field of anthropology. Her many accomplishments included serving as President of the American Academy for the Advancement of Science and Curator of Ethnology at the American Museum of Natural History and authoring countless books and articles on society and culture. 

Margaret Bourke-White (1904-1971). Pioneering photojournalist, she gained fame for her photographs of mill workers and sharecroppers and was famous for her association with Life magazine. 

Rachel Carson (1907-1964 ). Biologist and author of numerous books about the sea. Her pioneering book, Silent Spring, which alerted the country to the environmental dangers of pesticides, had an immediate impact on governmental regulations and is widely, considered to have started the modem environmental protection movement. 

Rosa Parks (b. 1913). By refusing to give up her seat on a city bus to a white man in 1955 Montgomery, Alabama because she "was just plain tired," this hard-working seamstress set off a thirteen-month bus boycott and a long chain of civil rights protests. The result: national attention for Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., a Supreme Court ruling outlawing segregation on buses and the title "Mother of the Civil Rights Movement" for Parks, who went on to continue her fight against racial injustice. 

Mildred "Babe" Didrikson (1914-1956). This remarkable and prodigious athlete, a six-time winner of the Associated Press "Woman Athlete of the Year" award, competed in baseball, basketball, golf and billiards on a national level and was a medal-winning track star, swimmer and skater. Among her many achievements were winning every available golf title in the 1940's, thrice winning the U.S. Women's (Golf) Open, founding the Ladies Professional Golf Association and winning three gold medals in track events at the 1932 Olympics. 

Betty Friedan (b.1921). Founder of the National Organization of Women, her 1963 best-selling book, The Feminine Mystique, changed women's lives worldwide and is credited with inspiring the start of the modem women's liberation movement. 

Shirley Chisholm (b. 1924). The first black woman elected to Congress, she fought hard for the country's disadvantaged, championing such causes as child welfare, job training, health care, and education. 
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Maya Angelou (b. 1928). Pulitzer Prize-winning author, poet and playwright. In January 1993, she became the first black to compose a poem for a presidential inauguration, which she delivered as On the Pulse of Morning at Bill Clinton's swearing-in. 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis (1929-1994). A cultural icon to millions of Americans, she restored the White House and elevated America's image here and abroad during her years as First Lady to President John F. Kennedy. After his assassination, her; own courage helped support the country in its grief. In her later life, she was admired as a mother, historic preservationist, and book editor. 

Sandra Day O'Connor (b. 1930). This Arizona lawmaker-turned-judge and the first woman to hold the office of majority leader in a state senate, made history in 1981 through Ronald Reagan's appointment and Ethnic, Social and Religious Groups, subsequent Senate confirmation as Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, the first woman to sit on this body in its 191-year history. 

Huerta, Dolores (b. 1930). Co-founder of the United Farm Workers in 1962, Dolores Huerta remains one of the century’s most powerful and respected labor leaders. Among Ms. Huerta’s contributions are her leadership in the fight to provide thousands of migrant/immigrant children social services and the struggle to achieve unemployment insurance, collective bargaining rights, and immigration rights for farm workers. 

Toni Morrison (b.1931). Author of The Song of Solomon, Beloved, and Tar Baby, among others, this African American writer, the second American woman to receive the Nobel Prize for literature, gained fame for her powerful writing on black American issues. 

Gloria Steinem (b. 1934). Founding editor of Ms. magazine and co-founder of the Women's Action Alliance, this journalist and essayist is a leading activist and spokesperson for the contemporary feminist movement. 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg (b. 1935). Appointed by President Bill Clinton, Justice Ginsburg is the second woman appointed to the United States Supreme Court. She was confirmed and installed in 1993. 

Madeleine Korbel Albright (b.1937). Appointed by President Bill Clinton, Ms Albright was unanimously confirmed by the United States Senate and was sworn in as the 64th Secretary of State on January 23, 1997. Ms Albright was the first female Secretary of State, which made her the highest ranking woman in the history of the U. S. government. 

Geraldine Ferraro (b. 1935). As a member of the U.S. Congress, she introduced the Private Pension Reform Act, was a member of the Select Committee on Aging and chaired the House Democratic Caucus Task Force on Women's Economic Issues. In 1984, she made American history when Democratic Presidential candidate Walter Mondale tapped her to become the nation's first female vice presidential running mate. 

Barbara Jordan (1936-1996). Lawyer by training, she was the first African American woman to serve in the Texas Legislature. She went on to become the first black woman from the South ever elected to the U.S. Congress where she served on the House Judiciary Committee and fought for voting rights, school funding and the creation of the Consumer Protection Agency. In 1976 she became the first woman to give the keynote address at the Democratic National Convention. 

Billie Jean King (b. 1943). Champion of women's tennis and founder of the Women's Tennis Association, the Women's Sport Foundation, and Women Sports magazine, this twenty-time Wimbledon titlist became the first woman athlete to earn over $100,000 in a single year. She has earned worldwide fame and respect both for her athletic ability and her record-breaking earnings as well. as her efforts to promote equity between male and female sports. 
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Antonia Novello (b. 1944). A physician and public health professional, she was the first woman and the first Hispanic to be appointed U.S. Surgeon General. In this capacity, she led the campaign for stronger warnings on cigarette labels, worked to increase public awareness of AIDS and fought against alcohol advertisements aimed at children. 

Wilma Mankiller (b. 1945). Advocate for American Indian causes, she championed programs for job training, housing, property rights, education and community development and was elected the first woman chief of the Cherokee Nation. 

Candy Lightner (b. 1946). The death of her thirteen-year-old daughter at the hands of a drunk driver inspired this one-woman crusader to found the now nationwide organizations Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD) and Students Against Driving Drunk (SADD). Her campaigns have effected tougher drunk driving laws, helped ensure the passage of the National Minimum Drinking Age Act and led to the establishment of the National Commission on Drunk Driving. 

Hillary Rodham Clinton (b. 1947). First Lady of the United States from 1993 to 2001, Senator Clinton is currently the junior senator from New York. She is the first past-First Lady to seek and win national elective office. 

Sally Ride (b. 1951). Beating out more than 8,300 applicants, she became a mission specialist for NASA's space program. In 1983, abroad the space shuttle Challenger; this astrophysicist became the first American woman to fly in space. 

Elaine Lan Chao (b. 1953). Currently serving as the 24th Secretary of Labor. She is the first Asian American woman and the first Chinese American to be appointed to the federal cabinet. 

Condoleezza Rice (b. 1954). Replacing General Colin Powell as Secretary of State, Ms Rice is the second woman and the first African American woman to serve in that post. 

SUPREME COURT CASES

Marbury v. Madison (1803, Marshall). The court established its role as the arbiter of the

constitutionality of federal laws, the principle is known as judicial review (see also Federalist

Papers, 78).

Fletcher v. Peck (1810, Marshall). The decision stems from the Yazoo land cases, 1803, and upholds

the sanctity of contracts.

McCulloch v. Maryland (1819, Marshall). The Court ruled that states cannot tax the federal

government, i.e. the Bank of the United States; the phrase “the power to tax is the power to

destroy”; confirmed the constitutionality of the Bank of the United States.

Dartmouth College v. Woodward (1819, Marshall). New Hampshire had attempted to take over

Dartmouth College by revising its colonial charter. The Court ruled that the charter was

protected under the contract clause of the U. S. Constitution; upholds the sanctity of contracts.

Gibbons v. Ogden (1824, Marshall). Clarified the commerce clause and affirmed Congressional power

over interstate commerce.

Johnson v. McIntosh (1823, Marshall). Established that Indian tribes had rights to tribal lands that

preceded all other American law; only the federal government could take land from the tribes.

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia (1831, Marshall). “The conditions of the Indians in relation to the United

States is perhaps unlike that of any two people in existence,” Chief Justice John Marshall wrote,

“their relation to the United States resembles that of a ward to his guardian. . .(they were a)

domestic dependent nation.” Established a “trust relationship” with the tribes directly under

federal authority.

Worcester v. Georgia (1832, Marshall). Established tribal autonomy within their boundaries, i.e. the

tribes were “distinct political communities, having territorial boundaries within which their

authority is exclusive.”

Charles River Bridge v. Warren Bridge (1837, Taney). The interests of the community are more

important than the interests of business; the supremacy of society's interest over private interest.

Commonwealth v. Hunt (1842). Declared that labor unions were lawful organizations and that the strike

was a lawful weapon.

Scott v. Sanford (1857, Taney). Speaking for a widely divided court, Chief Justice Taney ruled that

Dred Scott was not a citizen and had no standing in court; Scott's residence in a free state and

territory had not made him free since he returned to Missouri; Congress had no power to prohibit

slavery in a territory (based on the 5th Amendment right of a person to be secure from seizure of

property), thus voiding the Missouri Compromise of 1820.

Ex parte Milligan (1866). Ruled that a civilian cannot be tried in military courts while civil courts are

available.

Civil Rights Cases of 1883. (A single decision on a group of cases with similar legal problems).

Legalized segregation with regard to private property.
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Wabash, St. Louis, and Pacific Railway Co. v. Illinois (1886). Declared state-passed Granger laws that

regulated interstate commerce unconstitutional.

Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad Co. v. Minnesota (1890). Found that Granger law

regulations were violations of the 5th Amendment right to property.

Pollock v. The Farmers_ Loan and Trust Co. (1895). Declared the income tax under the Wilson-

Gorman Tariff to be unconstitutional.

U. S. v. E. C. Knight Co. (1895). Due to a narrow interpretation of the Sherman Anti-Trust Act, the

Court undermined the authority of the federal government to act against monopolies.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). Legalized segregation in publicly owned facilities on the basis of “separate

but equal.”

“Insular Cases” / Downes v. Bidwell (1901). Confirmed the right of the federal government to place

tariffs on good entering the U. S. From U. S. Territories on the grounds that “the Constitution

does not follow the flag.”

Northern Securities Co. v. U. S. (1904). Re-established the authority of the federal government to fight

monopolies under the Sherman Anti-Trust Act.

Lochner v. New York (1905). Declared unconstitutional a New York act limiting the working hours of

bakers due to a denial of the 14th Amendment rights.

Muller v. Oregon (1908). First case to use the “Brandeis brief”; recognized a 10-hour work day for

women laundry workers on the grounds of health and community concerns.

Hammer v. Dagenhart (1918). Declared the Keating-Owen Act (a child labor act) unconstitutional on

the grounds that it was an invasion of state authority.

Schenck v. U. S. (1919). Unanimously upheld the Espionage Act of 1917 which declared that people

who interfered with the war effort were subject to imprisonment; declared that the 1st

Amendment right to freedom of speech was not absolute; free speech could be limited if its

exercise presented a “clear and present danger.”

Adkins v. Children’s Hospital (1923). Declared unconstitutional a minimum wage law for women on

the grounds that it denied women freedom of contract.

Schechter v. U. S. (1936). Sometimes called “the sick chicken case.” Unanimously declared the

National Industrial Recovery Act (NIRA) unconstitutional on three grounds: that the act

delegated legislative power to the executive; that there was a lack of constitutional authority for

such legislation; and that it sought to regulate businesses that were wholly intrastate in character.

Korematsu v. U. S. (1941). The court upheld the constitutionality of detention camps for Japanese-

Americans during World War 2.

Ex parte Endo (1944). The court forbade the internment of Japanese-Americans born in the U. S.

(Nisei).
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Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, Kansas (1954, Warren). Unanimous decision declaring

“separate but equal” unconstitutional.

Gideon v. Wainwright (1963). Extends to the defendant the right of counsel in all state and federal

criminal trials regardless of their ability to pay.

Escobedo v. Illinois (1964). Ruled that a defendant must be allowed access to a lawyer before

questioning by police.

Miranda v. Arizona (1966). The court ruled that those subjected to in-custody interrogation be advised

of their constitutional right to an attorney and their right to remain silent.

Roe v. Wade (1973). The court legalized abortion by ruling that state laws could not restrict it during

the first three months of pregnancy. Based on 4th Amendment rights of a person to be secure in

their persons.

U. S. v. Richard Nixon (1974). The court rejected Richard Nixon’s claim to an absolutely unqualified

privilege against any judicial process.

Bakke v. Regents of the University of California (1978). Ambiguous ruling by a badly divided court that

dealt with affirmative action programs that used race as a basis of selecting participants. The

court general upheld affirmative action, but with a 4/4/1 split, it was a very weak

Unions

National Labor Union

Established 1866, and headed by William Sylvis and Richard Trevellick, it concentrated on producer

cooperation to achieve goals.

Knights of Labor: Uriah Stephens, Terence Powderly

An American labor union originally established as a secret fraternal order and noted as the first union of all

workers. It was founded in 1869 in Philadelphia by Uriah Stephens and a number of fellow workers. Powderly

was elected head of the Knights of Labor in 1883.

American Federation of Labor (AFL)

Began in 1886 with about 140,000 members; by 1917 it had 2.5 million members. It wass a federation of

different unions.

Samuel Gompers

President of the AFL, he combined unions to increase their strength.

American Railway Union

Led by Eugene Debs, they started the Pullman strike, composed mostly of railroad workers.

Eugene V. Debs

Leader of the American Railway Union, he voted to aid workers in the Pullman strike. He was jailed for six

months for disobeying a court order after the strike was over.

Strikes

Great Railroad Strike, 1877

A large number of railroad workers went on strike because of wage cuts. After a month of strikes, President

Hayes sent troops to stop the rioting. The worst railroad violence was in Pittsburgh, with over 40 people killed

by militia men.

Haymarket Square Riot, 1886

100,000 workers rioted in Chicago. After the police fired into the crowd, the workers met and rallied in

Haymarket Square to protest police brutality. A bomb exploded, killing or injuring many of the police. The

Chicago workers and the man who set the bomb were immigrants, so the incident promoted anti-immigrant

feelings.

Homestead Strike, 1892

The workers at a steel plant in Pennsylvania went on strike, forcing the owner to close down. Armed guards

were hired to protect the building. The strikers attacked for five months, then gave in to peace demands.

Pullman Strike, 1894

Started by enraged workers who were part of George Pullman's "model town," it began when Pullman fired

three workers on a committee. Pullman refused to negotiate and troops were brought in to ensure that trains

would continue to run. When orders for Pullman cars slacked off, Pullman cut wages, but did not cut rents or

store prices.

